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Mr. Edward Muns 


IN THE 


County of SURREY, Gent. 


Honoured Dtr , 
Sei Reverend Clergy-Man of the Church 
tz of England firms, That when "the 
Publick Maintenance of any Tenet will 
bring the utmoſt Hazard' upon a Man's - 
Life or 'Fortune, and there'be a ne- 
ceſſity, that that DoEtrine ſhould be 
| propagated ; Then to be ſilent upon 4- 
y © worldly Conteits of ' Honour, Profit, 'or preſent 
Safety, i 4 Breach of Chriſtian Duty ; or at ef it 
arouts 'a Cownrdize, unbecoming One that hath not 


only Lifted hinifelf #nder Chriſt's Banners, bar hath 
undertaken the Charge of his Flock; which he*muſt 
not Deſert, when the Wolfe approaches. 

T'do not hence urge a Neceſſity of Printing this Ser- 
mon, or that every Church - Man 72s obliged to de- 
clare his Tiitlgement thucernins the Subject treated 


of. 


COR Dedieaory. - 
of in it: But I would have it. rather Received 4s au 
Excuſe for a. ns re this Difeoutſes to which 1 
w.4 :not only invited, but Commanded, by fome that 
heard it Preached, who were likewiſe inflant in the 
ore-a01ng Argument. 

fe 1 pie 2 bas, it willlo that Service, which 
heh Eriende in. Kindneſs ſeemed to imagine : What- 
ever thtir Motive mas to the Publication, Obedience 
rotheir Gommanads, and Complyance with their Deſires, 
Were MINE. | 

it was not deſjgned, neither can a Sermon be 
thought, to be a full Treatiſe, and a ſufficient Con- 
futation 'fo the Church of Rome, 72 that particular 
Matter: ,I am ſatisfyed, if it give but Hints to thoſe 
that have, time to look more into the Subje, and 
ſupply the rants of thoſe that have not Leiſure: and 
| Opportunity ti 0. | 
When the Church 1s fet. on Fire, -. and like to: be 
conſumed. inthe Flames, "tis enough for me, if. F-can 
| +bring but one Drop of Water . towards the quenching 
it. When the Fence ts broken down, and the Vine, 
that God's own Right Hand hath Planted amongſt 
15, ts like to be Trodden. down by the Wild Boar 
of the Forreſt; 1 am not ſo vain, as to think I am 
able to Repair it : I only diſcover my willingneſs, by 
putting . to my Helping Hand. | 

Tho all Diviſions are Deftruttive to. the Church 
of England ; yet the Popiſh: FaCtion /eems to tend 
directly to its Ruin: . as being formed under | one 
Head, and having a more United Intereſt than any 
other - would the other Parties conſider. how much 
they aſſiſt the Papiſts, in Rending and Dividing our 
Church ; wowld they be ſenſible, how much our own 

Divi- 
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Diviſions Exconrage the Foe, they would. no longen, 
for a few ſlight Circumſtances, ſtand at Variance with 
their Mother Church ; but would Unite againſt the 
Common Enemy. 41t «s 4 Maxime their Poliz 
ticks, Divide & Impera, which all our 'Separations 
help them toput into Prattice: And "tis to Ro 
that we have more-Cauſe to Fear, than the Jews 
had; That the Romans will come, and take away our 
Place and Nation. For, as that Party is Inconſide- 
rable to us, were we United; ſo "tis very Dangeroms 
by. our Diviſions. 1t 7s Courage not to Fear, and 
Prudence zot to Slight, an Enemy. 

"Tis tobe feared, That if we thus go 0n, Tacitus's 
Obſervation of' the Britains, will be very Applicable 
to 'us at this juniture; That their Differences at 
Home not Fla ering them to Unite, they were alk O- 
vercome by the Romans ; Dum Singuli pugnabant 
Omnes ' vincebantur. And we know who: ſaid; A 
Kingdom or-Houſe divided againſt it ſelf cans 
not: ſtand. 

when the Enemy is before the Gates, and ſets 
up His Batteries againſt our Walls; whoever opens 4 
Poſtern, or pulls: down our Inward Fortifications, does 
more Miſchief' to us,, than" we can apprehend from 
the Foe Without : were our Jeruſalem 4 City - at 
Unity. within it ſelf, we need not fear the Armies 
of the Pabylonians. Be 
Sir, while an Honeſt Teal to the Church was 
thus prevailing with me, to publiſh this Sermon 3; 7 
more willingly complyed there-with, as laying hold of 
it, as a Means of owning to the world, what high 
Obligations have been laid on me, by your Generous 
aud Bountifull Hand ; 4 Frivate Gratitude would 

| 20. 
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#0 longer content me, when 1 had an” Opportunity of 
waking it Publick, # theſe | ho os | 

You: f of theſe my Enaeavours, 7 
lidh ms es rocks the Opinion of Others, nor fear 
thei Cenfares of an Envious World : The Preſent 
is tndeed lean, like all the Returns of the. Poor 
_ fo-their:BenefaQtours ; But 7 hope, it will be accep- 
ted, as coming from au Humble and Thankful Heart. 
\You have: a juſt Right and Title not only to the 
Author, but fo whatever ſhall be produced by him ; 
us being the onely Perſon, to whom he owes all the 
. Advantages of his Education. 

There are other Reaſons, that render this Your 
Due, who are ſo - conſtant to your Profeſſion ;* avd 
even 'in-Clapham, are ſo Zealons for the Church of 
England. 44). You Live long, to ſee Her Flou- 

wr and Tread down all her :Enemies: You ſaw 
Her once under a Cloud ; and even then, (ſhe 'Glort- 
ed in the Croſs, and by 'Her'Patience in Sufferings, 
triumpht over her Perſecutors ; May She zop Exalt 
Her-lelf iz the midi of her Adverſaries round a- 
bout Her ; -and. become (as She is the Glory of the 
Proteſtant Religion, 5) « Terror # the Church 
- of Rome. And may 'You lang continue 4 Faith-. 
fu Member of Her. here, while She is Militant, 
that 'You- may: be-a' part of Her, when She ſhall be 
'Frumphant : This is the Prayer of, 
'. 
Honoured Sir, 


'Yout;moſt.Obedienc Kinſman, 
and Humble Servant, 


William Cade, 
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And I ſay unto thee, thou art Peter, and upon this 
Rock will .1 Build my Church ; and the Gates of Hell 

fhall not prevail againit it. 

And I will give unts thee the Keyes of the Kingdom 
of Heaven : And whatſoever thou ſhalt Bind on Earth, 
{hall be Bound in Heaven, And whatſoever thou ſhalt 
Loofe ou Earth, ſhall be Looſed in Heaven. 


tenance of the Pope's Supremacy over the 

whole Chriſtian Church, as being ground- 

ed on two weak Foundations: The One, 

That St. Peter is hereby conſtituted Oecumenical 
Paſtor; The Other, That the Biſhop of Rome 1s 
herein St. Peters Succeſſor, and enjoys all his 
B fup- 


Tis this Text is perverted, for the Main- 


Cajetan 
locum, 


ſuppoled Priviledges, is {o Notoriouſly Known, 
that having but read the Words, 1 am concerned 
to vindicate them from that perverted ſenſe, and 
to diſcover the full meaning-and deſign of the 
place ; whereby I ſhall wreſt this Scripture out of 
their Hands, and render it Unſerviceable to their 
Cauſe. And this I ſhall endeavour to do by this 
following Method. 


I. I {hall propoſe the Interpretation, which 


the Advocates for the Pope's Supremacy put on 
theſe Words. 

IT. 1 ſhall give the True Senſe of the Words, 
and explain the meaning of every particular Phraſe 


in the Text, and thereby Anſwer all that is mate- 


rial in their Interpretation. 
ITI. I ſhall conſider the Power, Authority, and 


Priviledges hereby conferred on St. Peter, which 


are either 

1. Extraordinary, or Perſonal. 

2. Ordinary, or to be derived down to his 
Succeſſors; in which latter Branch, I ſhall 
endeavour to Refute the Supremacy of the 
Pope, as it 15 pretended[y Supported there- 


\'# 

I. I begin with the Rowiſh Gloſs and Interpre- 
tation. The firſt I meet with, is Cardinal Caje- 
zax's literal Expofition: In which we need not 
doubt to. find the Doarine of the Roman Church : 
ſince he profeſſes in his Epiſtle to Pope Cl: ment 
the 7th, that he ſubmits it to the Apoſtolical Seat ; 
and that he accounts it not ſafe to Write any thing 
but what agrees thereto. Thou Art, (ſayes he) and 
ot only art Called, a Rock; and to this purpoſe thou 

| art 
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the Pope's Supremacy Oppoſed. 
art ſuch, that thou maift be the Foundation of the 
Church. And the Pronoun This, ſhews the Rock 
of which it is ſpoken ; for of no other is it faid, 
either Before or After, that it is a Rock, but of 
Peter : As if Chriſt had plainly ſaid, Thor art a 
Rock ; and upon this Rock, 1 will lay the Foundation 
of my Church : Whereby he promiſes the Govern- 
ment of his Church ro Peter; ſince he was to 
be the ſame in the Church, as the Foundation is 
in the Building. So that Chriſt —_ his 
Church to be Supported and Suſteined upon the 
Strength of St. Peter's Seat ; Againſt which, the 
Gates of Hell ſhould not prevail. But he proceeds ; 
I will give thee: Now he promiſes, after his Re- 
ſarreition he gave; as Joh. 21. 15, &c. Feed my 
Sheep : Which Text, whether it prove what it is 
produced for, it is not my Buſineſs at preſent to 
enquire. Upon the Word Keyes, he tells us ; 
That Chriſt by many Metaphors deſcribes and 
explains the Supremacy of Peter : . As before, by 
the Foundation in a. Building; ſo now, by the 
Reſemblances of Keyes. For it is obſervable, That 
when Princes come firſt: to their Crowns, or by 
Conqueſt gain new Towns ; the Keysare preſented 
to them, in Acknowledgmentof their Supreme Au- 
thority : In Conformity to which Cuſtome, Chriſt 
promiſes, That he will give Peter the. Keyes ; 
and thereby, the Primacy in his Church. And 
he adds, That it is {aid Keyes, 1n the Plural Num- 
ber ; becauſe the Supream Power conſiſts of two 
things: One is the Power of Diſcerning, Judg- 
ing, and Defining thoſe Things that belong to 
the Kingdom of Heaven; and this is called, The 
B 2 Key 


Bell. de 
Font, Rom. 
CAP. X, OC 


Key of Knowledge: The Other, is the Power of 
Doing and Executing what is {o Defined ; and 
this is called, The Key of Power. What follows 
concerning the Kingdom of Heaven, ' limits St. 
Peter's Power to Spirituals; not admitting it in 
Temporals, unleſs in Ordine ad Spiritualia ; As 
his Note afterwards, upon Sper Terram, denyes 
St. Peter to have any Authority in Purgatory :, But 
rhele things concern not us ; let them Diſpute 
them amongſt themſelves. 

The next: Aﬀertor of St. Peter's Supremacy, 
and conſequently a Corrupter of this Text, is Be!- 
larmine; who, when he had concluded, that Mo- 
narchy is the beſt ſort of Government in the 
Church, (as indeed it is, if all things be ſubje&ed 
to the Scepter of Chriſt) proceeds to prove, That 
St. Peter had this Power committed to him by 
this Place: For (fayes he) this Power is deli- 
vered to him by this Double Metaphor: The 
Firſt is of a Foundation ; becauſe the ſame as a 
Foundation is to the Edifice, that the Head is to 
the Body, a Governour to his City, a King to 
his Subjeas, and a Father of a Family to his 
Houſe. The other Metaphor of Keys: ſignihes 
thus much : | That to whomſoever the Keys are 
delivered, the ſame is appointed King or Gover- 
nour of the City ; who may Admit, or Exclude, 
whom he pleaſes. And he very peremptorily 


_ calls them Hereticks, who will not grant Peter 


to be the Rock; nor by the Metaphors of the 
Foundation, and of the- Keys, will allow Chief 
and Soveraign Eccleſiaſtical Authority to be 


g1Ven. 
Con- 
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Concerning the Rock, he fayes, There are Four 
Opinions: The Firſt, that of the Carholicks, as 
they call themſelves, exon us; That it is 
Peter 3 not as a. Particular Perſon, but as Paſtor, 
and Head of the Church. The Second is, Eraf- 
mus his ;- That the Rock is every Faithful Chri- 
ſtian. The Third is Calvizs; That the Rock is 
Chriſt. The Fourth” is Zuthers ; That the Rock 
is the Faith of Peter, and the Confeſſion. that he 
but now made. 

As a Proof for the Firſt of theſe, he tells us; 
That Cephas in the Syriack, 1s Peter, and a Rock 
too: In Greek, ntTpos and BeTpe fignifie the ſame 
thing. In Confirmation of it alſo, he brings the 
Teſtimony of many Fathers, whoſe Senſe is ſo a- 
greeable to the Proteſtant DoEtrine ; That the Ro- 


miſh Caufe is quite deſtroyed, if they may be - 


Judges; as in due Place ſhall be-ſeen. 
I am not ſo much concerned for Eraſmns's Opi- 


nion, as to enter the Lifts for it : But let it paſs - 


with: the!ſame'Remark that Bellarmire doth ; That 


if every Chriſtian were the Foundation, where - 


were the Building ? 

When I come to give. the true Meaning of my 
Text, I ſhall ſhew, - that both Caliviz's and Lu- 
ther's Senſe may be admitted : And that either 
of Them 1s a ſafer and truer Expoſition of this 
Text, than what they produce; and doth ſtand 
Confirmed by the Authority of - Antient Doc- 
tors. - FS 


The Cardinal underſtands by the Power of the - 


Keys, Supreme Power over all the Church; 


which he endeavours to prove out of 1/azah'22.'22. . 
| The 


; 


the Pope's Supremacy Oppoſed. + 
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The Key of the oo of "David will 7 lay upon his 
Shoulder : So he ſhall Open, and none Teal Shat ; 
and he ſhall Shut, and none ſhall Open. | 
This Power (he fayes). is {o given to St. Perer, 
as not to be. kept by-lhim alone; but to be tranſ- 
ferred to other Paſtors, by his Authority. But 
as to the Extent of the Power of the Keys, it is 
not agreed upon betwixt Cajetay & Bellarmine ; The 
latter of which, quarrels with the Other far ſay- 
ing, -That the Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven, 
are not the ſame thing with the Power of Bind- 
ing and Looſing; But that the Keys contain ſome- 
thing beſide Order and Juriſdiction : Which Di- 
ſtinction (as Belarmine obſerves) is more Subtle 
than True. | | | 
What is wanting in theſe two Cardinals for the 
ſupport of St. Perers Primacy, is ſupply'd by 
Stapleton and the Rhemiſb Interpreters; *to con- 
fider whoſe Gloſſes I now proceed: In theſe 
words, lays Stapleton, __ this Rock will I build 
my Church; Chriſt declares the Reaſon why he 
cave Simon the Name of Peter, becauſe he was 
to be the Rock on which the whole Church was 
to be Built. The building of the Church is not 
given, but promiſed ; The Church is faid to be 
built, when -it is Gathered, Fed, Taught, and 
Ruled; and when any Member 1s anew added to 
1t, or reconciled. But in all this manner of buil- 
ding or gathering the Faithful into one Sheep- 
fold ; The other Paſtors are VVorkmen, and wiſe 
Archite&s, but Peter the Maſter of the Family ; 
the reſt are Pillars, Peter the Foundation on 
which- they rely : He allows Chriſt to be called 
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tbe Pope's Supremacy Oppoſed. 
in Scripture a Rock; and therefore when he went 
away, he left St. Peter his-Succeſſor, and gave 
him the ſame Name, becauſe he was. to be the Fa- 
ther and Prince of the. Church ; even ſuch a 
Foundation of it, againſt which the Gates of 
Hell ſhould not prevail. Then he adds, that by 
the Keys, Chriſt gave the fulneſs of all Ecclefi- 
aſtical Power only to St. Peter: YVhich Power, is 
to open and ſhut the! Kingdom of Heaven, whe- 
ther by it is meant Life Eternal, or the Commu- 
nion of the Militant Church. VVhich power 
of the Keys 1s greater, as given to St. Peter, than - 
to the reſt of the Apoſtles: The power of bind-- 
ing and looſing is a partial and inferior Power 
which they have; but his is to Govern, * to 
Teach, to Diſpoſe, and Exerciſe all things which : 
belong to the Office of General Paſtor. For, as 
a King in his Kingdome hath the Sword given to 
him alone, but he commits the uſe of it to In- 
ferior Magiſtrates: ſo St; Peter hath the Power 
of the Keys commited to him properly and prin- 

cipally, hos transfers the uſe of them in ſome 
inferior manner, to Paſtors of-a lower Rank, that 
are ſubſtituted by him. 

In the Remziſh Tranſlation, that we may ob- 
ſerve how great ſtreſs they put upon theſe words, 
they are decyphered in a diſtin Character ;' and - 
are rendred remarkable by being appointed the 
Goſpel for ſo many Feſtivals,as for St.Peter's day, for 
the Cathedra Petri Rome, Fan. x8. & Antiochie. Feb. 
22. for the Feaſt of Petri ad Vincula. Aug. x, and 
on the day of the Creation and Coronation of the 
Pope, and on the Anniverſary thereof. What is 

tO - 
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to be found in their Annotations, more than what 
the Gentlemen already named have' hinted, is 
not much: Only they are angry with, the.Engliſh 
Tranſlators -for' not rendring the words thus, 
Thou-art a Rock, and upon this Rock ; or, Thou art 
Peter ;. or, Upon'this Peter 7 will build my Church. 
VVhich if it be a fault, - is ltkewiſe to be found 
in their ſo much adored-,vulgar Tranſlation. In 
the Expoſition of the Keys, they enlarge St. Peter's 
Power, by aſcribing- to him the Authority and 
Chair of DoQrine, - Knowledg, Judgment, and 
Diſcretion between true and falſe Doctrine : The 
height- of Government, the power of making 
Laws, : of calling: Councils, of the principal Voice 
in them, '-of Confirming them, of making Ca- 
nons and wholſome Decrees, of Abrogating the 
contrary, - of Ordaining Biſhops and Paſtors, or 
depoling or ſuſpending them ; finally, the Power 
to diſpenſe the Goods of the Church, both Spiri- 
tual and Temporal: and therefore by the Name of 
Keyes, 1s given that Super-eminent Power, which 
is called 1n reſpe&t of-the Power granted to other 
Apoſtles, Biſhops, and Paſtors, plenitndo Poreſtatis, 
fulneſs of Power. 

"This is that Expoſition on which the Advo- 
cates for the Popes Supremacy lay ſo great ſtreſs, 
that they can by no means afford us any other; 
it .is the grand ſupport of the Holy Chair, the 
very bottom of all Papa/ Authority ; for, on what- 
ever Rock other parts of the Chriſtian Church 
are founded, yet rhis we are aſſured of, that the 
Roman is built upon this, and the greatneſs of 
it's Biſhop- muſt fink, if we take away this on- 
ly Prop of it. By 


' the Pope's Supremacy Oppoſed. 
-- By ſuch meanes are the Waters of Life trou- 
bled, but not by © good-- Angels ; not ' to heal the 
VVounds,” and make up the breaches of the 
Church, but to vex and widen them ; and when 
the Fountain 1s rendred fo muddy, 'we muſt ex- 
pe&t nothmg but putrid ſtreams. It is a great 
Argument” of a finking Cauſe, when men catch 
at Straws for their-ſupport. - And we may» con- 
clude, that the Scriptures are altogether ſilent in 
their Cauſe, when upon this one Foundation, 
they raiſe ſo many StruCtures; 'as the' ho hg 
cy of the Pope, the Infallibility' and 'Viſibility of 
their Church, and the Power of Indulgences ; 
All which muſt of neceſſity fall to the Ground, 
if the Rock on- which they be Built, be removed: 


IL. As it is certainly in” our followitig -Expoſi- 
tion (the ſecond thing propos'd ) whereby the 
Seriptures ſhall be fo far vindicated from the 
ſenſe already put on them, to which they are 
rackt, that they ſhall ſpeak 'in their' own propet 
Language, and in- it 'deliver' Truth © openly and 
clearly. | Sata ts | | 

There are (as you remember) ſeveral Opi- 
. nions concerning the "Rock in*the Text: The 
firſt whereof is, that Peter is the Rock, which'be- 
cauſe” Bellarmire' proves by the Authority of ſome 
Fathers,: I ſhall take off their Teſtimony : The 
Authorities are, St. Cyr//. ib. 2. cap. 12. com. in Fo. 
That upon Peter,' as on a firm Rock, his: Church 
ſhould be built. 'The Next is St. Hilary; (1 hune 
Locum). Oh'happy Foundation of the'Church, in 
impoſing; thy-new Name, cc. w_ laſt is St. pr 

ID. 
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(1ib. de panit,) Tho: Peter be a Rock, yet he is not a: 
Rock as Chriſt is: For, Chriſt is the. true and un- 
moveable Rock of himſelf: Peter is. unmovable. 
by Chriſt the Rock. Now we confeſs with: Cyril, 
Hilary, and: Baſs, that Peter was a'Stone, delign- 
ed for the Foundation of the Church, but fo as. 
all the Apoſtles are Stones,. upon. which the- 
Chuxch is Builded, (&ev. 2+. 14) And; though: 
weare taught. by the Apoſtles (1-Cor. 3. 12.) That. 
other Foundation can no man. lay, than that is- 
laid; »which is Jeſus Chriſt : Yet we do. not. ex- 
clude: the Miniſtery. and Laborers of his:Apoſtles, *| 
whom alfo we acknowledg to be Stones. and*- | 
Foundations of his Church; not: in reſpe& of | 
their Perſons, but. of their Heavenly Do&trine,. 
whereby. they became, with: the Prophets, the. 
Foundation, Feſ#s+ Chriſt beizy the Corner Stone, 
Eplel. 'z. 205 
. $0 that we can- ſafely allow,.that Peter may - 
be ſtiled, the Rock on- which the Church is built, . 
if we take it ina qualified and Secundary. ſenſe : 
He-is that Apoſtle on whim (in the Planting of 
'the Church, as on a chief ſtone in the Bui ) | 
there is great- ſtreſs and weight laid: He: was. | 
already one of the moſt conſiderable Diſciples of 
Chriſt; ſharing with Fares and Fobn in many | 
ſignal Favors whick others. enjoyed” not: He: | 
twice made: Confeſhon with (Ran Alacrity | 
and firmeſt boldneſs, of Chriſt's being the Mefſias, | 
and, the Son of God: He firſt made known both * 
- to Jews and Gentiles: the- Truth of that which 
lie here profefles, that Jeſus ts the Chrift. And. as 
amongſt. the Hebrews all the Levites were ir> a - 
b- Z commuon . 
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common Notion of this Phraſe, called Stones of 

the Temple: ſo he is called by way” of Excel- 

lence, fuch a Stone, as relying on the Corner 

Stone, was with the Reft of the Apoſtles a prin- 

<cipal Stone in the Building of Chriſt; yet not fo, 

as excluding the reſt of the Apoſtles from that Pri- 

;viledge; as is already ſaid, and ſhall be inits place 

proved. Now ſhould we grant (as inthis ſenſe we 

may, without any prejudice to our own Cauſe) 

That St. Petey is the Rock, on which the Church 

is built ; yet 1t availes the Gentlemen of Rome bur 

little, towards the Maintenance of their pretended 

bo gr | 

t there are other Opinions concerning; this. , /*4e/ Se. 

Rock, which will give us a more clear and per- lone”. Of 
{picuous Senſe of ,the Place: One of them is/ delph. ; 
Calvir's, (lnſtit. Lib.) That the Rock is Chrift: As $1. Greg, 
if Chriſt had ſaid; Upore this Rock, that is, my Self'; Ny. de 
pointing out, as it were, himſelf unto them ; as Trin, adver- 
when he ſaid, Deſtroy this Temple, Joh. 2. 19. So /#s Fu4eos. 
that, the Miſtake of the Romaniffs in one Caſe, Ot 
ſeems not to be leſs Partial or Willful, than tharof- Few EriF. 
the Fews in the other. That this Rock is Chriſt, xn bo. 3 | 
is manifeſt. ayes Chemmitius) from divers places in ret. in Can. © 
Scripture, in which the Name of 4a Rock #s aſcribed 57. Greg. 

ro Chriſt, or to' the Lord: As Det. 32. 18. Pal. Epiſt.lib.3. 

E 


| P- IJ: 
Theoph, in Mat.16. S:.Aug, iz Ep.S:. Joh:Tra&.1o0. St.BaſSeleuc,Orat. 
Ay St; Jacob. Liturg. iwi Thy Tibrgay vits wireec, Þ, 26, &c. And ſome 
which joyn the Perſon of St. Peter, profeſs it is Propter Robur Con- 
feſhonis. Juſtin Martyr Dial. cum Tryph. Sr. Chryfolt. Hom. 2, 1: 
Pſal. go. St. Ambrof, Lib. 10. 3 St. Luc, c. 24. © And St, Gregory 
gives tt for 4 Rule, When Petra 1s read in the Singular Number (and ſo 
: 14 hire) Chriſtus eſt, Chriſt 57 ſignifyed, FT 
C 2 IS. 3» 
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The Foundation Shaken : or, 
18.3: & 31. 3- And Chriſt is called, The only 
Foundation, 1 Cor. 3: 11. & 1 Pet- 2.6. That our 
Saviour ſeems to refer to theſe: Words in Iſaiah 
28.16. ' Behold ! 4 lay in '$10n- for: # Foundation, '4 
Stone,'.a Tryed Stone, a precious Corner Stone, 4 Sure 
Forndation; 'is the Judgement of Dr. Lightfoot, 
(Her, Heb. in Z cam.) 'Sothat, when St. Peter firſt 
of all declared the 'Myſtery of the Incarnation, 
and” Deity of | Chrift-;/ -the - Diſciples were 
taught out of the- Pr her, - who was that-Stone 
that was laid in Syoz fora Foundation, never to 
be thrown-down ; which was therefore ſo Firm,, 
becauſe he was not a Creature, but 4he Son of 
God =: Which Sir-name Peter obtained: , not that 
- be was thar- Stone, but that he ſhould have great 
Concern in building the 'Church upon it. 
Theother- Senſe of the Rock, is, That the Church 
- 1s built on the Faith of Peter, and the Qonfef- 
a4 vil Hon thereof then made : Which /Opinion--is+by- 
Ab 1% Bellarmine aſtctibed: to; Luther ; and by his- Confeſt-- 
: on, {ſtands Eſtabliſhed/by the Authority of ' many 
| Fathers. 
Hil bc 65. De Trim. fayes; :Upori: the Rock -of 
CAS Id this Confeſſion, + the Church: is built: This Faith 
- - 1s-the Foundation of the Church+'-By this. Faith, 
are the Gates of Hell-weakned This Faith-hath 
the Keys of the Kingdome of Heaven. _Ambr. lib. 6. 
Y 9. - In Luc: "| Fanidament un Eceleſie'" Fidereſt! 
Þroſoſt,. Bom. 55." 1% Mas.” Upon this B& Rock" will 'F 
tl tay Church; That is, Upon, this Faith and" 
.: Confeſſion. Cyril 5 lib. fo -De-Trin,. The. Rack. 
| we +.4.(as I take-it); is. nothing..elfe,. but. \the, tire a 
weaken FaidofchgD iiplo:. ty Sf ” 
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ft ita fundata & firmata eſſet,” ut non laberetur,” 8e. 
| For, were the Church founded upon St. Peter; and 
not. rather: uponithe Confeſfion * he'!had-made, 
it- had''preſeotly/ Fan: For, Peteri ſtumbled at 
the Article of 'our | Saviour's: Paſſion immediately 
after the Text, 'and - was Rebuked by the: Name 
of Satay : And att. 26. he thrice: d/o 
Chriſt. 

But to proceed, Becauſe the Church is uſually in 
Scripture: called the ' Temple and '' Houle -of 
God (Epheſ. 2.0. &C. 2 Cor. 6. 16.) which reſts up- 
on one unmovable Foundation, and; is: \raiſed 
by the joyning together: of Living Stones, : Chriſt 
therefare uſes the Meta honical: Word, 1\will Brild, 
As he 15. ſaid to deftroy, : who alichates 'mens 
Minds from-'the:Truth' to: believe a'Lye,- and fe: 
parates them” from the ,Church';::ſo he-isfaid-to 
Build; . whq;reconcules:mentoir, "and; airs: Meny 
bers phereto by:Preaching.the Words 7-1] !! 

'Were 'there-ſo- much Myſtery in the Promiſe, as 
they of Roze- pretend; that becauſe Chriſt '(who 
always ,was,. and //eyer; will be: 'the! Fouridation 
and. Head of 'the- Church); fays inthe: future; 7 
will Build - - therfore; St: Petermuttneeds bethe Rack; 
on which it-will be Built:'-Ir ſhould have been-ad= 
ded uponthe-ſame;Reaſon ;:Not wy, but thy Church', 
Becayſe Chriſt bad: Chuxchzi before1this Pro 
mile ſhould (be; accompliſhti © Butithere:ate,Her- 
ter\:Reaſpns- to be- giver; why, Chrift nt 
Build my! church;: +; - 

, \l.; TY i Gln a: the Qhurih h hobad before; 
or ak: =_»ue ty Alcentzons! \Laghtok: 
Golpel ſhoneglearer;; &ithoſethingaweroRayeateel 
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. and brought to open view, which before had been 


wrapt up in Darkneſs. 
LL Becauſe of the Gentiles, who were to'be cal- 


'led-to the: Knowledg of the Goſpel of Chrift, and 
.to- be made one Sheepfold under the great Shep- 


.herd, and Biſhop of their Souls. 
The .next Phraſe is, 4nd the Gates of Hell ſhall 


. uot. prevail againft it. The Chriſtian Church fhall 


.be jo founded, and fo Built, that the Power of 
Hell, Death, and the Grave, ſhall not get the 


'ViRory over it: Itſhall be ſo Plante8 and Watred 
by Peter and the reft, of the ' Apoſtles, that God 
ſhall give it an eternal Increaſe; it ſhall never be 
deſtroyed. The Church. thus Eftabliſhr, may be 


underitood either as it fignifies Particular Per- 
ſons, Believers, true faithful Chriſtians, of which 
the be! Chun conſiſts: and tho- theſe ſhall die, yet 
Death fhall have no Dominion over them ; Chriſt 
ſhall break open rhe. Bars, and: caft thoſe Cords 
from them, and ſhall reſcue them by his Reſur- 
reQion from the power of the Grave. "or, Second- 
bh, The: Church may be. taken for the whole 
; of Chriſtian Profeſſors, and then 
this promiſe ſecures' it from” the Gates of Hell, 
$o as it ſhall never: periſh totally, or irrecovera- 
bly; Ic is inexpugnable, and ſhall remain forever ; 
and whatever "Change it uw the World, 


inShalagatet -bp tes PH ! which is truly-and 


performed, if, a8 it decays or periſhes 
in one Branch or Part, it revives or flouriſh in 


another. |Nay, ſhould it at ſome one time (as -4 


-Obſerves;- tho neitherhe nor we ay 


any great refs uporir,) be quite exeind, per 
hon 
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Gates of Hell have not prevailed againſt 'it, if we ri- 
ſes again Victorious: As the Enemy is not faid 
to. have prevailed” againſt a Town, if it be_ ever 
recovered out of his Hands, #6 
The 19. v. And I will give unto thee the Reys 
&c. is capable of this. tation: That the 
Keyes are the Word of we nr! the King- 
dom of Heaven: is opened, 7. e.'Retnifſion of fins 
and Eternal Life is protniſed, to thoſe that Believe 
and Repent ; or ſhut, when Pardon and Life are. 
denyed to the Impenitent and Unbelievers. Peter 
binds when he inflits-puniſhment, as Excormmu- 
nication, Penance, or referstothe nee fade 
ment of God; he looſes, whettheremits thoſe Penal- 
ties,-and wes the _ Abſolved : ans 210 
judgment paſt on Farth, if-according to the Rule 
_—_— the Word of God, is ratified, and: con- 
in Heaven; '- To' explain'this Power here 
conferred, Dr. Lightfoot gives usthe Form of Ordt- 
nation amongſt the Fews, which was in theſe or- 
the like words ; Receive thou Power to Bind, or- 
to LZoofe * Sy Chrift, when he confers'on the A- 
poſtles the Miniſterial FunQtion; Commands thent- 
to bind and to looſe, ze. to Teach what is to be 
done, or not-to be done; as will appear, if you- 
will obſerve with the ſame Author, that this- 
Power extends: only to Things, not -to Per- 
ſons: So that according tohint, this is the ſenſe of | 
the Place. The time is-coming (lays Chriſt) when . 
the Law of Moſes ſhall be in-part abrogated, and: 
in/ part continued : ſo that to-Perey and the other - 
ſtles Power is granted to confirm or aboliſh, 
what ſeems good -unto-the Holy ag boos unto - 
. ; em - - 
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then: As the 
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who 


who hath the Key of David, Rev. 3.7. "Keyes are confeſſed- 
ly an'Enfigne of Power; But that Power is not all of one 
kind; it is Greater or Leſs; Principal and Independeat ; 
or Inferior 'and :Derivative: And ſeveral Keyes are Em- 
blems of theſe ſeveral Powers. David was a King, and in- 
dependent from any-'on 'Earth ; and conſequently, the Key 
of David notes an Independent Supreme Power; and that 
applyed to the Church, belongs only to Chriſt. But the 
Keyes of the: Houſe of David, mentioned (7/a. 2.2.22.) te 
which the Text ſeems to refer, notes an Inferior Power ; 
that of a Steward in David's Family, * who being perfectly 
ſubordinate to him, hath yet the Adminiſtration of the AtF- 
* fairs of his Family intruſted to him. Now, Chriſt is-the 
Original, and Prime Fountain of all Power over the whole 
Church, that Spiritual Kingdom of David; as to whom was | 
given, by the Father, all Power in Heaven and Earth; par- 
ticularly, that of Looſing or Remitting Sin on Earth, ar. 
- 9.6. And this is by Chriſt communicated to his Apoltles, 
and their Succeſſours, the Biſhops in the Church, as ſo ma- 
ny ſeveral Stewards: As St. Chryſcoſtome obſerves ; That the 
Biſhops are thoſe Faithful Servants 1n the Parable, whom th 
Lord ſets over his Houſe. ” 
\ The Senſe of the Words on both Sides thus given, our 
Paſſage is clear- to ' the Third and Laſt Thing propoſed; 
which was to conſider, The Power; Honour, and Priviledges 
hereby conferred on St. Peter ; which are, { 
I. Extraordinary, or Perſonal. | 
2. Ordinary, or to be derived down to his Succeſſours, 
I. 1 begin with the Extraordinary Power Honour, and 
Priviledges of St. Peter: Which I alſo call Perſonal; not as 
Excluding the reſt of the Apoſtles, but their Succeſſours. -// 
In Diſcourſing of which, 1 ſhall lay down theſe Twe 


Things : Bb 
4. D 1, What 
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| OC ON d 7 r0n Shaken . or, 
1. VVhat the Extraordinary Power, Honour, and Privi- 
tedges ofan-Apoſtte are; of which the ſucceeding Church did? 


-2, That in. theſe Things, St. Peter hath no Superiority 0- 
ver the other Apoſtles; But that they were all Equal. 

Firſt, 1 am to ſhew, what the Extraordinary and Perſonal” 
Power, Honour, and Priviledge of an. Apoſtle is. $2. 

Chriſt, while he had his Refidence on Earth, 'did'not-com- 
mit the Government of his Church into the Hands of others ; 
but Exerciſed rhe Office of Apoſtle and Biſhop, in his-own 
Perſon: Which Stile is given him, Heb. 3, r. x Per. 2. 25. 
But that he might ſhew himſelf Faithful in the Houſe of 
God'; before he was to Jleave. the World, and return: back 
to Heaven, he did Ordain and Conſtitute ſeveral Officers, 
who might in his Abſence, ConduCt and Over-ſee the Af- 
fairs- of the Church ; | accordingly therefore, He gave ſome 
Apoſtles, ſome Prophets, ſome Evangeliſts, and ſome Paſtors and 
Teachers; For the thegathering together of the Saints; the work 
of the Miniſtry, and the Edifying of the Body of Chriſt , Un- 
tel we all meet in the Unity of the Faith, and Knowledge of the 
Son of God into « Perfeftt Man, even into the p< of the 
Age Fd the Fulneſs of Cori Eph. 2. 11, &c. Amongſt theſe, 
the Apoſtles were Chief and Principal; and as far in Office 
as Honour, before all other Orders of the Church: Having 
theſe Badges of their Power and Priviledges, not com- 
municable to any other Minifters of Chriſt : Immedzate Yo- 
cation, and Elettion ; Infallibility of Fudgement, - in delivering ,, 
the Do&rines of the Kingdome: of Heaven; Generality of 
Commiſſion, compenegcingg all Places and. Perſons ; The 6if+ 
of Tongues, enabling them to ſpeak in all the Languages of 
| the World, and the Knowledge of all Secrets, and Power 
to confirm their DoQrines by Signes and Miracles, ; and by 
the Impoſition of their Hands, the Power of Beſtowing the 
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the Pope's'Suprematy poſed. 19 
'Miraculous. Gifts of the Spirit to Others. Theſe Powers and 
Privileges, even in the T ues of the Apoſtles,. were not corn- 
ferred on Any but Themſelves: The maria and Pro- 
phets were not called Immediately by Chriſt, but appoin- 
ted by the Apoſtles; neither were they. led Infallibly, -in- 
, to-all Truth: General Commiſſion they had not; but were 
taken into the Fellowſhip of the Apoſtles' Labours, -to A 
fiſt their Preſerice, and Supply their Abſence; to Build up- 
on their Foundation, and to Perfect what they Began. And 
tho the Miraculous Gifts of Tongues, and Working Miracles, 
were not proper to the Apoſtles; yet having them in ſuch 
ſort, as by the Impoſition of their Hands to Give the Spi- 
rit, Enabling others, to VVork Miracles, was Peculiar and 
Proper to them. Hence it is, that St. Chry/oftome concludes ; 
That, thoProphecy, the Gift of Miracles, and Expelling\Devils, 
-the Orders of Paſtors and Teachers, were all Spiritual Pow- 
ers, and Enfignes of - great og = | yet the. Apoſtalical 
Eminency i 2 above ll aſs m ch therefore he calls, a 
Spiritual Conſulſbip : e having as great Prehemi- 
_—_ - adn Officers in the Grd. as the Can- 
"ſul had, above all other Magiſtrates in Rome. Theſe were 
a few Sele& Men, whom our Lord choſe out of the reſt of 
'his Diſciples; to devolve Part of the Government on their 
- Shoulders, and to Depute them for .the firſt Planting and 
Settling Chriſtianity in the VVorld : He chole Twelve, 
whom he named Apoſtles, (Zu. 6. 13.) whom he Endow- 
'&d with jy aw 4 Gifts, that they might more preva- 
lently - contend: againſt the ftrong Prejudices of Pleaſure and 


Intereſt, The Power of Tongues, and other Miraculous Ef- 

fuſions of the Holy Ghoſt, being like VVatering to a Plant ; 

which, when it hath taken Root, and filled the Land, could 

Subſiſt without thoſe Extraordinary Helps. VVhen 1/rael 

ayas brought into Caxaay, and Te into a Strange Land, 
2 


"God 


20 The Foundation Shaken: or, 
God in a moſt ſignal manner Fought. againſt the Nations; 
and Diſpoſſeſt them : - But when his ' People were-ſettled 
there, God ſends them not, even in their greateſt Diſtreſs, 
fuch Remarkable Deliverances, - as he did before; So Chriſt; 
ir the Eſtabliſhment of his Church, obſerves the ſame Me: 
thods of Providence: - The Powers of. the-Devil, when free 
and' inſtigating all Mankind' againſt the DoQrine of Chriſt, 
muſt be. Reſilled and Oppoſed by a Power fuperior-to his 
own : - But: when he was once Subdued by Chriſt, and then 
by his Church, there needs not the ſame Power' to keep 
him in Bonds, as at firſt to Conquer and: Fetter him. He 
may {till rage, and ſhake his Chain ; but he eannot break 
it. He: looks: Terribly, like the Souldiers. of Tareztum to 
the Romans, when they lay Dead with their Swords-1n their 
Hands: He may affright, but he cannot Hurt. So that, in 
, this caſe, the Holy: Ghoſt aQs not ſo Extraordinarily to Pre- 
ſerve, as at- firſt to Plant it; becauſe he that Oppoſes it, 
is-not-now ſo Strong as he then was: For, a leſs Force can 
keep the Garriſon,” than take the City. St. Auguſtine gives 
x good Reafon (De Util. Credenadi, cap. 16.) why it was not 
fit, that theſe Miraculous Courſes ſhould ſtill have continued; 
Becauſe the . Livelineſs of the Spring, after: a Dead Winter, is no 
wonder, ſince atted every Tear : $0 the Strangeneſs.of Miracles, 
which * moved” at firſt, would not now be regarded, if continu- 
63.80. 
* This Power and'Honour- of the- Apoſtle-ſhip, conveyed 
by the Commiſſion: to - the: Apoſtles, was - equally con- 
ferred on all ;\ (which is my Second Confideration). . They 
were all Choſen in the ſame Manner, :and-at the fame Time: 
All equally Infallible in their Judgements, and-Determinat1- 
ons; All ſent to Preach, and'Baptize all Nations, and 1n- 
_ truſted with! the Power of Binding and Zooſing ; and All fur- 
niſhed with-the neceſſary Gifts-and Powers of the Toy Gnedt 
> ced, 


as Is 


the Pope's Supremacy Oppoſed. 24 
- Indeed, the: Fortunes: of the Church of Rome: depend upon 
a different Doctrine ;- and the Tide of its: Intereſt | runs ano- 
ther way: and it behoves the Patrons of the Pope's Supre; 
macy, to contend with mighty Zeal and Fierceneſs- for St. 
Peter's: For, if the Original Right be queſtioned, that which 
is derived from it muſt fall, when it loſes its Foundation: 
_ There is nothing ſo certain, as that Men want Good Ar-+ 
guments, when they urge. VVeak Ones : and' none but'a 
Fool will Build his Houſe upon the Sands, that hath aRock ar 
hand for a Foundation : So that, when we hear Bellarmine recko-- 
ning up ſuch Prerogatives of. St. Peter, as theſe are; The 
Change of his Name, The Fiſhing in his Ship, Paying Tri- 
bute for Chriſt and Himſelf; and ſuch like: We may con+ 
clude; That he | hath proved: nothing. but the Weaknels' of 
the Cauſe he maintains. Indeed, there. is one Argument, 
which is as Uncharitable as 1t is VVeak: ' When . St.. Peter 
hath rhis Promiſe, That the Gates of Hell ſhall not prevail a-- 
gainſt him; By it the Cardinal underſtands, not only the Per-- 
petual Stability of the Univerſal: Church; but of the Rock 
on. which it 1s Founded: . So that, by a.Special Priviledge, . 
it is promiſed to Peter, That his Sea {hall never fail: "Which 
Promiſe, had it been made to the reſt of the Apoſtles ; Ss. 
James's Seat had been ſtill ar Jeruſalem ; St. John's at Ephe- 
ſus; St. Mathews in Fthopia ; and St. Andrews in Scythia: 
But all theſe have yielded to the Gates of Hell. VVexe this ; 
a ſafe and: honeſt way. of Defending a Cauſe, the Profpe- 
rous. Villain is ever ſecure from the Imputation of Guilt : 
and Succeſs is as good an Argument for the great Turkiof -Com- - 
ftantinople, as for the Pope of Rome. | 
If we conſult the Farhers, they-tell us, That all- the A- 
poſtles: were Equal, as having equal Power-committed - to - 
them in the Keys: Tho it-be ſaid to-St. .Peter only.” in this - 
Place ; * That upon this\ Rock &c; and, To: thee  Igive''&. 
| "-.. Lee 
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'Yet in another Place, the fame' Charge is committed : to all 
the Apoſtles, (as Foh. 20.) And all of them Receive 
the Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven ; and-the Stability 
of .the Church -is - xt upon .them All; (Hieronym.:) 
Chriſt -after his ReſurreQion gave Equal Power-and Autho- 
:rity to- all. his Apoſtles : and faid. to them all, whoſe Srns ye 
Remit, &c. Cyprian: . And inanother Place ; *What Peter was, 
that were the reſt of the Apoſtles; having a Fellowſhip of 
.the fame Honour and Power. Theophylat# alſo intimates ; 
'That the Church may be faid ro: be Built upon Peter, but 
No otherwiſe. than upon the Teſt of the Apoſtles: And he 
adds; They who have obtained the Grace to be Biſhops, 
have Power to Remit and Bind, as well as Pezey : For, al- 
tho. it were {aid to Peter alone, 7 will give to thee &c ; yet 


_ -the Keys were granted to all the Apoſtles. ' This was the 


"Do&rine of _ _—_ = Fo OD A 0 the 
Fudgement of a Pope in thole Times, (Greg. Epiſt. 1b. 4. Ep. 
24, 38.) who was very ſevere upon the Patriarch of Conley: 
Pc ys for. affeCting a Supremacy over the whole Church : 

ad fo little did he think of putting in his own Plea, that 
| He Condemns it, as Intrenching upon the Prerogative of 

Chriſt. | To theſe Authorities, which plainly deſtroy the 
Roman Cauſe, there muſt be ſome Anſwers given by Be/lar- 
mine and Stapleton, which are very indifferent, tho the beſt 
they could ; Stapleton tells us, Thatthe ſame Power is not 
conferred by Mer. x8. & Foh. 20. as in my Text: Which 
St. Jerome affirms, and we have already proved. .To the 0- 
ther Part of St. Feram's Teſtimony, Bellarmine grants, That 
all the Apoſtles are equally the Foundation -of the Church ; 
but they as Meſſengers ab Ambaſſadors, Peter as Ordinary 
Paftor : What he means, ſhall be preſently conſidered. Thus 
he alſo endeavours-to ſilence 'St. Cyprian's Teftimony, by 
telling us ; That the Apoſtles were-all Equal in reſpeCt of the 


1- 


Chriſtian People, having all the ſame: Authority over them ;- 
but were not Equal amongſt themſelves, St. Perer being Su- 
perior to the reft. Out of theſe Anſwers; and other their - 
Writings concertting . this Matter, we may J_ theſe three. 
Differences betwixt St. Perer, and the reſt of the Apoſtles:”. - 

I. 1n rhe Apoſtleſhip, all the Apoſtles were Equal: Bur - 
Peter Teceived this Plenary Power, not as Apoſtle, but- as - 
Ordinary Paſtor, and Biſhop. of the Church ; which was ta 
continue to. his Succeſſours.. No | 

2. The Apoſtles were Equal in reſpe& of: the Nations tg- 
be Converted by them ; but not in. reſpe& of Themſelves.” 
All the Apoſtles had Supreme Authority over the Chriſtian 
VVorld:: But Peter was ſo Supreme Head of all Chriſtians, | 
that he was alſo 1 ju to the Apoſtles. : 

3. All the Apoſtles had Equal Power of Executing what”: 
Chriſt commanded them :- But St.. Peter only had Power of © 
making New Orders; and preſcribing, by his. Succeſſors, what - 
isalwayes to be done in the Church:-. 2 

Which Pretences we ſhall now Examine, and Confute: - 
Firſt, It is pretended, that the Amplitude of Power, which 
all the Apoſtles had in common, the -reft had only for them- - 
.felves; and 'as a ae pos meerly Perſonal, was: to 2nd : 
with them. But Perev had the fame in ſuch fort,- thas he : 
might leave it to his Succeſſours: So that,:, that Power - 
which in the reſt was-Apoſtolical and Temporary, was Or- 
dinary, Paſtoral, and Perpetual. in Perer : - Which: were-it 
True, then every Pope is immediately Choſen by God, not-: 
by the Cardinals. Then they are all Conſecrated,' and Or- 
dained Immediately by Chriſt, not by Biſhops:: Then have 
they all Power to write Books of Canonical: Scripture ; and 
are free from Danger of Erring, whenſoeyer they. either 
Preach or Write: Then can. ey confirm their -DoQrine 
by Miracles,. and give the Holy Ghoſt by the pong F; 
, TRELT. :” 
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Hands. But ſince no Pope can” pretend, without great 
mpiety.-roany .of - rheſe” Preheminencies ; _ it -is vain- for 
em to- urge;'That' ſome part of that Dignity and, Power 


that was in Peter," is in Peter's Succefſours; for-ſo there 1s.in 


wo _ 


IE 
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- the meaneſt Prieſt in the VVorld. | 
_ * Secondly, As for that other Shift; 'That the Apoſtles were 
Equal towards the People, but not amongſt themſelves ; in-. 
aſmuch) as they had no Superiour, in reſpe& of their Office 
of Teaching and Governing-the VVorld ; but were. ſubje& 
to one Head, in reſpe& of their Perſonal Aftions: It is one 
_-of the ſtrongeſt Paradoxes, the VVorld ever heard of. For, 
who can imagine, that God would truſt the Apoſtles with the 
managing the weightyeſt Aﬀairs ofhis Church,and the Govern- 
ment of the whole VVorld, withour being any way accountant: 
in 'reſpe& thereof, unto any one among(t them as Superiour : 
and that he:would appoint an' Head and Chief, and-ſubjet 
them to-his Cenfure:in-their Perſonal Aftions ? But this is 
not the only Abſurdity, this DoEtrine runs them into : .___-... 
© For, Thirdly, They tell us; That all the Apoſtles had E- 
qual Power of Executing what Chriſt” commanded them : 
But-St. Peter only had Authority to make New Confſtituti- 
ons, 'and+to preſcribe by his Succeſſors, what. is alwayes to 
be done-in the: Church: - But this is ſaid, without. any Proof 
at all; andiindeed, is a Matter ofanother Debate; Of which, I 
have now: thus much to ſay ; That it doth not appear, That 
- Pefrer had Power of himſelf, : to-Determine' any Matter. of 
Moment: Elſe, when he was queſtion'd for ou unto the 
Gentiles, he needed not to have made his Defence before the 
Apoſtles; - arid:;Brethren'; -- but would have ftrengthned- his 
Practice by his own' Authority. And at the Great Council 
"ot Ferwſalem, 'he-neither preſided as Chief ; nor was his Vote 
more Requiſite; than'any. other Apoſtle's, for the Confirma- 
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tion of what :they then: Determined. 
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. the Pope's Supremacy Oppoſed. 25 
The Apoſtles were all Stars of the greateſt Magnicude, atid 
had each of them a Light to guide men to Chrift in the ordi- 
nary concerns of Chriſtianity: But when any momentons 
matters arifes in debate, They then are gathered together, and 
make: up a gloriqus Conſtellation, which by. its illuſtrious 
emanations of Light, leads the Church in its darkeft emer- 
genicies. By whoſe Acts and Writings, the Church is fo ſe- 
cured from Error, and dweted into all Truth, that it no 
longer needs. the extraordinary ways of Guidance: I men 
would fubmit to the Truths, they find, there is no want of 
any power of defining new Articles of Faith. The Church 
cannot, by her Approbation, make thoſe Aﬀertions and Pro- 
poſitions to be Catholick Verities, that were not ſo before : 
She: may indeed propoſe' what was before not fo throughly 
thought on. But it 1s not the Authority of the Church, but 
the clear deduction from the things which we are bound ex- 
presſly to believe, that maketh things of thar Sort, that they 
muſt be particularly and diſtintly Known and Believed, that 
were not neceffarily fo to be Believed before. '' _ - | 
I conclude this part, with the judgment of the ag atbuy- 
genſes, (Cen. 2, lib, 2. cap. 7.) who prove, That there is *no 
Supremacy given to St. Peter by this place, becauſe the Apo- 
files (Ar. 118.) afterwards doubted who was the greateſt a- 
mong them.” And it is Reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that Chrift 
waeuld have: commanded them to ſtrive no more about it, 
had he appointed St. Perer to' be their Cliief;” His filence- 
herein is Argument enough. . 

TE I come now to the Ordinary Power, Honour, and Pri-- 
viledges of St.Pezer, and the Apoſtles ; which were. to be deri-. 
ved down. to their Succeffors. 

That it is Effential to the being and conſtitution of 2- 


1 Church, not. only that there ſhould be a diftinftion of. Cler- 


gy and Lairy ; but that in the Clergy alfo there: ſhould be - 


S 
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and the general'Concurrence of.the Church-in all' Ages: The 
indeed for cho Reaſons before-given, it is' not neceffary that 
the Miniſters of the Goſpel ſhould in every Age have the 
ſame- qualifications the Apoſtles had : For as thoſe were re- 
ſerved as peculiar and proper unto-the Apoſtles, ;and not 
Communicated to oy other in. their time ; ſo are they not 
paſſedover. to. their After-comers by Succeſſion: But in fl:ce 
of Immediate Calling, we have now Succeſſion: Inſtead of 
Infallibility of.. Judgment, the direCtion of their Writinzs; 
_ -Euiding us; in the ſearch of Truth. There is now no gene- 
ral Commiſſion;' but a particular Aſignation to Biſhops and 
Paſtors, of ſeveral Churches to rule, and parts of Chriſt's 
Flock to Feed: Inſtead of Miraculous Gifts, and the Apoſtles 


Power to confer them, there ate planted and ſettled amongft * 


us, Schools and Univerſities, fitting men for the Work of the 
Miniſtry. In place of their Miracles, wherewith they -Ap- 
pealed to the Senſes of men, in eſtabliſhing the Chriſtian 
DoQrine ; we are Educated and brought up in the Faith, and 
have it by ſo many Generations recommended to: us;'as con- 
firmed at firſt by the Apoſtles Miracles. | So thatwe ſee, how 
the Apoſtles extraordinary Gifts, which were moſt neceſſary. 
for the planting of the Church, are changed in reſpe& of 
their Succeſſors: But the ſtanding, and. perpetual part -of 
their Office, was to Teach and Inftru&t the. People 'in the 
Principles and Duties of Religion, to:Adminiſter-the Sacra- 
ments, to confer Orders by the Impoſition of Hands, to con- 
ſtitute and appoint Guides and Officers,''who ſhould Bind 
and Looſe Sinners by Eccleſiaſtical Cenſures; and finally\to 
exerciſe the Diſcipline.and Government of the Church. ':And 
in theſe they are Succeeded by the ordinary Rulers,” and Ec- 
clefiaſtick Guides, who are to ſuper-intend and diſcharge the 
Afairs and Offices of the Church to the end of the World. 
It is not my Buſineſs at preſent, to defend the different Or- 

| ? | ders- 
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the Pope's Supremacy Oppoſed. 27 
Orders of the Church, fromthe: Cavils, of thoſe, whoſe Intex 
reſt; or Malice, would bury it -in Confuſion: Neither am 1 
concerned to prove the Succeſſion of Paſtors againſt them, 
who (by pretence of an immediate and extraordinary Call ) 
leap into, and invade the Offices of the Church; Theſe are 
not the men with whom I now intend. I ſhall prove, That 
the Pope (as St. Peter's Succeſſor) hath none of thoſe Extra-- 
ordinary Gifts, which will qualifie him-for the Oecumenical 
Paſtorſhip : ' For granting not only that St. Peter was at Rome, 
but that he was Biſhop there, & that for Five & Twenty years 
together, (tho the Antients attribute the founding, the Epiſ- 
copacy. and Government of that Church equally to Peter and 
Paul, making the one as much concerned 1n it as the other) ; 
yet what would this make for the unlimited ſoveraignty and 
univerſality of that Church, unleſs a better Evidence could 
be.produced, than this Succeſſion to'St. Peter, for its 'uncon:« 
troulable Supremacy and Dominion over the whole Chriſtian 
World? For had not the fame Peter a Succeſſor at Artioch, . 
and the other Apoſtles in-their ſeveral Sees; and yet none 
of theſe pretended, tho-they ſeem to have equal Right, to this 
Power: But here we are told, That immediate Yocation, the: 
ſeeing Chriſt in the Fleſh, power to write Canonical Books 
of Scripture, and other priviledges, extraordinarily conferred 
on the Apoſtles, were fitting to the firſt beginnings of Chris 


ſtianity, and fo not of Perpetual uſe and gry en that 
I 


Univerſality of Juriſdiftion, and a kind of Infallibility of ' 
Judgment are perpetually neceſſary ; and therefore theſe were 
to paſs fron: Peter to Others, tho the reſt of the Apoſtolick 
Pre-eminencies Were not: Which I ſhall examine; and then 
conclude: That the: Roman 1s a Patriarchal Church, and'the 
Biſhop. of -it hath Prime Place amongſt other Biſhops of the 
World; would never be denyed him, would he reſt contented 
with that : But it muſt. by no means. be granted, that he is 
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an; Univerſal Biſhop, having Juriſdiction over the -whole 
-Church; ' that is, ſuch a Biſhop, 1n whom-all Epiſcopal Ju- 
-rifdiction, Power, and Authority is Originally Inveſted, 
from whom it is derived to Others, and who may Limit and 
Reftrain the Uſe of it im Others, | as ſeemeth good unto Him- 
elf; Bor every Biſhop: hath, an his place and keeping in his 


proper Station, the Epiſcopal Power and Authority immedi- 
ately from Chrilt ; ack is not to be Limited and Reſtrain- 


ed by any, but by the Company and Suffrages' of Biſhops: 
\Hcdirog tho one be Chief fo Order fake, and to erefieve 
Unity-in the Church; yet he can do nothing without the 
Concurrence'of the Reſt. When" the Confantinopolitan Pa- 
traarch afteted _ Title, - I _ wry; Gregory, then 
Pope, -compares him to Lucifer, who deſpiling the” Angels, 
hincCommpiniibe, ſoughr to climb up to that Heighth, a 
he neither might ſeem to be Under any; 'nor any be foiind, 
Over whom he was not. | 
_ As for Infallibility of Judgement, pretended to, as-perpe- 
tual and neceſſary .m the Charch'; and as the monk! 'have 
Fs devived' down from St. Peter to his Su ours at Rome : 
If 'it be,granted to them, that there is a kind of Infallibility, 
of NoÞ-deficiency Tather, in the Univerſal Church ; they 
preſefatly confound the Notion, and apply it to whom they 
plea! anne there is this DiſtiaQion of aQhurch : 

nz A Chanch Efntial, which is the whole Multitude of 
Believers. i | B. BF | 

2. The Repreſcritative ; The Aſſembly of Biſhops in a Ge- 
neral Council, repreſenting the whole Body of the Church 
from the. ſeveral Parts whence they :come. aQit 

'g The Vidtual Church, by which - they underſtand the 

op of Rewe:z | who being by Chriſt's Appointment; as 

they ſuppoſe; »Clief Paſtor of the whole Church, ' hath in . © 
himflf Eminently and Virtually as great Certainty of Truth, © 
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and infallibility of Judgement, as 4s in the: whole Church ; 
upon whom dependeth all that Certainty 'of Truth that is 


Found 1n it. 


Of theſe we affirm, That the Church in the firſt Notion, 


cannot erre or fall away ; In the Second, That it may Erre - 
In the Third, (tho we alſo deny the Notion) That it doth 


Erre: And againſt Matter of Fa&, as I take it, there canbe 
no Proof: which, I could give many Inſtances, were ir 
not Loſs of Time to do 1o. 

The Supremacy of the Pope, ſo much contended for, and 
ſo meanly ſupported, 1s the greateſt Intrenchment in the Ex- 
erciſe of it, that wasever made uponthe Prerogative of Princes, 
and the Authority of Biſhops ; The Crown and Mitre being 
ſwallowed up in this Plenitude of Power. So that, it is the 


Intereſt as well as Duty of Church and State, of Prince 


and People, of Paſtors and their Flocks, to oppoſe what is 
{o much againſt the Wellfare of all Civil and Ohriſtian $o- 
cieties. I ſhall not urge the Inconveniencies only, but the 
Injuftice of {fych a Subjeftion ;+ whereby all Bonds Natural, 
Civil, and Chriſtian are broken, if it pleaſe him who uſurps 
ſuch a Supreme Power over Mens Conlciences : It is the Pre- 
rogative of God alone, to ſet up his Throne in the Confcj- 


ence of Mah; and by the Laws of right Reaſon, to lay ſach 


a Reftraint upon -t, as all Humane Powers cannot be-able 
to gain-fay. or reſiſt, to cancel or -diſanul. Nothing but an 
expreſs Difpenfation from God himfelf, can acquit the Sub- 
Ject or Child from tie Obedience, he ows is Prince or Pa- 
Tent. Nature, which is God's Law, being herein © plain 
and poſitive, muſt never upon the Interpatttion -of any Flu- 
mane. Power be tranſgreft. $o that; we muft+ be very 'ear- 
neſt to aſſert our own Liberty, andour Superiours: Autho- 
rity, againſt that Forreign Prelate, wha by his Emifſaries doth 
dayly difturb the Peace of this our 550-2, and draw off ma- 

ny 
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. ny from their: Duty 'and :Obedience' to God, the Church, 
. their. Cauntry,. and their Prince. | 
Our own Nation is at preſent the Theatre, wherein moſt 
Hideous. Villanies are Plotted and Deſigned.; and it is much 
to: be feared, that the ACtors are not yet. gone off the Stage: 
And all. this, not without a. manifeſt ReſpeCt to, and-in- di- 
reQt Purſuance of, this moſt-Pernitious Noftrine: Which is 
a ſtrong Argument to us, how far blind Zeal can tranſport; 
and what a wicked Principle can inſpire into their. Breaſts, 
who. thus obſtinately adhere to. it. For if by ſuch. a-pre- 
tended Power, a King be declared an Heretick, upon that 
Declaration. be Excommunicated, upon that Excommunicati- 
on. be deprived of his Dominions, and Condemned to Death.; 
And if his, SubjeQs at the ſame time be not only abſolved 
from all Allegiance to him, but bound: in Conſcience to De- 
poſe and Deſtroy him, and Execute that direful Sentence a- 
gainſt his Life; What Security can: any Prince. or People 
expect from thoſe that maintain ſuch Principles, as tend in 
fo. dire& a Conſequence to: the Confuſion; and. Subverſion þ 
of Church and State, when-ever it ſhall, pleaſe this Supreme ® 
Power to pronounce ſuch a Sentence? | ; 
But ſome have gone farther, and abſolved all SubjeQs from 
their Allegiance, if they are. reſolved in Conſcience, that 
their. Prince is Heretical. The other is bad enough, I need 
got trace this any farther. ._ PE | 
.* This, Do&rine (which by 'them. that maintain- it, hath 
been. ſometimes accounted Scandalous) is not confined to 
Theory, but hath been often. reduced. to Practice: It hath 
not. only been Diſputed of in Schools, -but Preach't in Pulpits, 
maintained. in Preſs, and confirmed by. Actions. - From | 
hence- is apprehended all our Danger, and from hence ſprings *# 
all aur Miſchief ; That the Subjects of any Prince, or who- | 
ever elſe ſhall come under. the. ProteQtion. of his Laws and . þ 


Govern- 
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Government (who for the time are to be reckoned Sub- 
jes) ſhall preſume to own any Power under Heaven Su- 
perior to him ; and by vertue of Commiſſion from that For- 
reign Power, ſhall endeavour to diſturb and ſubvert the 
Laws and Government Eftabliſht. This is the Firſt Mover 
in the Roman Sphear, that hurryes all Inferior Orbs; The 
Spring that gives Motion to the Papal Machin ; When this 
is {wallowed down, there is nothing can oppoſe or hinder 
any of the Deſigns of Rowe. Wherefore, tho other DoQtrines are 
pitcht upon, as more Abſurd ; yet in my Judgement, (and 
I think, I have the Experience of this Nation to confirm the 
Truth of it) this is. of. - moſt fatal and pernitious Conſe- 


quence; And with its Infallibllity annext, throws down all 


that can oppoſe it ſelf againſt the Holy Chair: The latter 
makes Men ſtick at no Abſurdittts; The former encoura- 
ges and commands them to commit all Villanies. . Let us 
therefore fortify our Reaſon againſt the One, and ſtrengthen 
our Arms againſt the Other: Let us put on the whole Ar- 
mor of God and with them joyn our Prince's too, that we 
may be able to-ſtand againſt theſe Adverſaries of both z And 
then we ſhall not only fight with Honour and Praiſe, but 
come off with Succeſs and Glory. | 
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